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Reasons and Consequences of raising the Status of English to its Current Status in Africa
Introduction
English is one of the languages that is widely spoken all over the world by both learned and unlearned people. In fact, the language is spoken in all the continents of the world. Even where other native languages have taken root, English as a language has still managed to penetrate such areas and has become one of the of the languages that that are used for both educational and official purposes in many countries all over the world (Pennycook, 2017). Owing to this popularity, one can wonder and ask himself or herself a lot of question about how the English language managed to spread and become the most spoken language in the whole world. Surprisingly, the language has been in existence since the early centuries and no one seems to be able to trace how the language began on earth. Whereas many people might think that the English language is a language that originated from Britain, some have argued that English language has its roots not just in Britain but also other countries such as Wales, Ireland among other nations. However, within the context of the African continent, it is amazing to see how English language has been embraced so much and how the language is given high status by the people living in the African nations. The language is held in high esteem and is associated with high class and civilization in many African countries. Looking at its current status in Africa, one can only wonder why English has been raised to its current status. Therefore, this paper explores the reasons behind the raising of English language status to its current status in Africa and it also explores the consequences of the spread of English within the context of African countries.
Reasons for Raising the Status of English Language: The context of African Countries
English is a prestigious language in many African countries. This can be seen in the many ways that English status has been elevated through being used in schools for instructional purposes as well as the way the language is used as the official national language in many countries within the African continent. Quite a good number of nations in Africa such as South Africa, Kenya, Nigeria, Ghana, Tanzania as well as Uganda use English as their official language. English is used in schools for learning, in Parliaments as well as senates for the deliberation of policies that matter of those countries and in courts as the official language for carrying out legal proceedings in courts among many other situations (Pennycook, 2017). This is a clear indication that English is held in high esteem and in high standards by the residents of African countries. The biggest surprise is that these countries have their own native languages but have chosen English as their official language. Therefore, the big question is, what are the reasons behind the raising of the status of the English language to its current status within the African countries? The main reasons behind the raising of the status of the English language in the context of African countries include the following.
English is seen as a unifying language which helps many people of different native languages to communicate with each other and also understand each other. African nations are made up of many native locals many of which speak different native languages. The communication of the various groups that speak different languages can be very difficult in the absence of a common language between such groups. Lack of understanding or lack of unifying language that can enable different native groups to communicate with each other can be detrimental to nay country. Civil wars can erupt if different groups do not have a common language between them. This is because of the suspicion that can arise between different communities that speak different languages. In such a context, English is seen as a language that can unify different ethnic groups that speak different languages. Furthermore, English is seen as a language that can help the natives of the African countries to mingle and interact freely with people from other parts of the world such Europe, Asia and America (Phillipson, 1996). This is because many of the European countries, as well as those countries in the Northern American continent, use English. Therefore, African people look at the English language as a language that can help them to interact with such people with ease and in the process, it can help the understand the cultures of other people from other parts of the world. This explains why Africans hold the English language in high esteem and regard it as a valuable language to them. For that reason, they strive so hard to learn it and also teach it in schools along side using it as a national language. A good example is Kenya, which uses English as a national language alongside its Kiswahili language.
To many African countries, the English language came to them from missionaries and colonizers who came from the world's superpowers such as Great Britain, the United States of America, Germany and France, just to mention a few of them. Therefore, since those countries have a lot of influence economically and politically around the world, African people embraced the language brought to them by citizens of those countries with the hope of receiving favours and help from them. This is because learning and using English was seen as one of the ways of moving closer to the superpowers and having something common between the African people and other people from such superpowers which would enable them to communicate and also interact with each other. Since English was being used by superpowers that had a lot of economic influence such as Britain, Africans endeavoured to learn it to be able to win job opportunities in such abroad (Crystal, 2012). Africans thought that by learning the language of the superpowers, their problems could be sorted through donations and investment of such superpowers in the African countries. This is true because to this day, the colonizers of the African countries have continued to create an economic impact through donations and also setting up development infrastructures as well as investing a lot of resources in their previous colonies. This means that the language of English is still playing a part in enabling this to happen between the superpowers and their previous colonies. This explains why the English language, in many African countries, has been elevated to high standards to the extent of being used as the official language for communication and instructing students in learning institutions.
English language is widely spoken in many regions. A keen examination of the regions where English is spoken reveals that English is almost universal in the sense that it is spoken on all continents of the world (Crystal, 2012). This is an indication that people all over the world cherish and value English as a language because it helps them to interact with others from other regions. It is because of the status that the English language had in other continents that Africans also thought that they should embrace it an elevate it to the current status that it has. When a language is spread all over the world and in almost all the regions that it is used, it is regarded as a language of civilization and progress, it is inevitable for other people who were previously not using it to ignore its existence. Consequently, The African people must have taken note of the status of the English language in other regions such as Europe and North America and that is why they decided to embrace it and incorporate it in their lives (Canagarajah, 1999). This led to the raising of the English language to the status that it is in currently. Today, English as a language, in the context of African nations is a language that serves beyond mere communication to a language that enables Africans to embrace the new technological changes that continue to happen in the world.
In the context of African countries, modern education was brought to them by foreigners. For example, modern education was introduced by missionaries who visited the country to spread the Christian religion. Since the native Africans did not know how to read and write, they had to be taught how to read and write and also arithmetic as a life skill. This was done in English. Therefore, the curriculums that later came to be embraced in those African nations were designed in English (Kachru, 2006). Therefore, the English language facilitated education as well as learning of new ideas for African people. This way, Africans associated this language with civilization and prosperity. They also associated the English language with enlightenment and therefore decided to raise its status to the what it is currently. A language of prestige and a language of progress. Every person wanted civilization and modernity. Therefore, when Africans saw that through learning the English language, they could understand the cultures of other people from other regions and also, they could swim in modern lives just like their counterparts in other parts of the world, they had no choice but to embrace it and raise its status to a high level to the extent of making it their official language. Therefore, the current prestigious and respectable status of the English language in Africa originates from the fact that Africans had the desire for civilization.
As mentioned earlier in this paper, many African countries were victims of colonization. Most colonizers came from English speaking superpowers of that time. Even though each colonizer spread their language to their colonies, English still remained as a language that was common for all the colonial powers. As history tells us, Africans did not like the invasion of their lands by the foreigners who came to colonize them. It reached a time when they become fed up with the oppression and the forced labour that the colonial masters subjected to them. A lot of bad things happened such as colonial settlers pushing Africans from the fertile lands to less fertile lands (Mazrui, 2004). Another problem was forced labour and mistreatment of the African people. Most colonial masters were interested in benefiting from their colonies without taking care of the natives of the African countries. They took their minerals such as gold and exported them to their mother countries living the Africans with nothing. To make the matters worse, they used the same native African people to work on their farms with very poor or no pay combined with mistreatment (Canagarajah, 1999). All this led to the dissatisfaction among Africans who started rebelling against their colonial masters. However, the biggest challenge that they faced in their rebellion against the colonial masters was a language barrier. Africans could not understand what the colonial masters were saying even if they were close to them. This was because of the fact that they spoke different languages from that of their colonizers. Therefore, they decided to learn the language that their colonial masters used so as to be able to understand them very well and therefore stage up stronger rebellion. This prompted African leaders and their follows to the engage in learning English so that they could understand the plots of their colonial masters against them. That way, they were able to understand their next moves and therefore plan appropriately to counter them (Mazrui, 2004). Therefore, to a large extent, English helped many Africans to deliver themselves from the bondage of their colonial masters during the colonial era (Mazrui, 2004). As such, Africans associated this language with freedom and liberty for their future generations. This being the case, they encouraged young people and also adults to learn the language. As a way of ensuring that many people learn the English language, they made it official and also designed curriculums for educational institutions in English. This is one of the reasons why the raised the English language status to where it is currently.
Influential religious books such as the Bible came to African people in the English language. The early missionaries who started spreading Christianity to Africans had their Bibles written in English language. Therefore, Africans had to learn the language before they could read the bible. The most practiced religion in Africa is Christianity. Before the coming of Christianity, Africans worshiped God in different ways and some of them had beliefs that were somewhat difficult to understand. Therefore, with the coming of the missionaries, many of them were eager to practice the new faith and practice it to the full. A requirement of doing so was earning the English language in the missionary schools. Besides, Africans thought that by learning the white man’s language, they could understand his culture and his way of life and therefore understand how to better deal with the white man (Phillipson, 1996). Therefore, since many people in Africa associated the evangelism and the Christian faith to the English language, they grew to respect the language and also hold it in high esteem. This is because they thought that without the English language, it would have been impossible to embrace Christianity which has become part and parcel of millions of Africans today. As such, they decided to encourage the learning of English in schools and also elevated the language to a level of being used to facilitate communication between people speaking different native languages. This way, the language become respectable as it enabled them to learn the white man’s magic and also to get the white man’s education, soothing that made them understand them better. This is the reason behind the raising of the status of the English language to its current status.
[bookmark: _Hlk502966430]Another reason behind the raising of the English status to the current status is that English is considered powerful. The major economic and political powers of the world use English as their official language. There is no doubt that those powers such as the United States of America and the United Kingdom have worked so hard to ensure the spread of English in all parts of the world. This is because of the fact those economic powers produce goods and their target markets include African nations (Warschauer, 2010). For the Africans to be able to use their products such as electronics, computers among other goods, they have to know how to read and speak English. On the other hand, African nations are day in day out struggling to reach the economic development levels of those economic powers. They do this by ensuring that they embrace their goods and services and by ensuring that they learn English and pass it down to their younger generations. This helps Africans to bridge the gap between themselves and their counterparts in the global economic superpowers such as the UK, Germany, Japan, China and the United States of America who use the English language as an international language or as a national language. This explains why they hold the English language in high esteem because it goes a long way in helping them to embrace the various technologies that emanate from major economic powers of the world.
Consequences/Outcomes of the Spread of English within the context of African Countries.
As it has been explained in the paragraphs above, it is clear that English as a language has been elevated to a higher status in most African countries than other indigenous languages to the extent that it is used as an official language that facilitates communication and also used in educational institutions for instructional purposes. However, the spread of English in Africa has its consequences. Some of the consequences are negative while some are positive. However, whether the outcomes tad to be negative or positive depends on the angle from which one approaches the consequence of the spread. Some of the consequences of the spread of English language in the context of African countries include the following;
One of the most obvious consequence of the spread of English is that people have abandoned their native languages in favour of English and as a result, their native languages are dying and disappearing as years go by (Phillipson & Skutnabb‐Kangas, 1996). A good number of studies conducted in East Africa reveals that many indigenous languages are dying as modernity creeps in with the spread of English language. The disappearance of the languages is associated with the fact that young people these days go to schools where they learn English as a language required by their states. As a result, they end up forgetting their native languages and end up growing up learning and perfecting English (Obondo, 2007).
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A young African girl learning English at school
Furthermore, the technological changes such as the coming of smartphones and tablets which have taken the African market by storm have played a bigger part in making African youth to abandon their native languages in favour of the English language. This is because such gadgets require the user to know how to read and comprehend English. Linguists believe that as things stand and as the African people continue to embrace English and also use it as a national language as well as the official language for communication within and outside their borders, the indigenous languages are losing their grip on the African people. Furthermore, the local languages are being modified by the frequent use of English and the effect of that modification is that the indigenous languages are losing their originality. They have so many foreign words especially from the English language which has continued to thrive at the expense of the local languages. This is detrimental to the existence of those local languages for the African people. The threat is that these languages will face extinction leaving only English as the main language for African people.
The second outcome of the spread of English in Africa is that African people are designing their education curriculums in English, therefore, enhancing the spread and growth of English among the African people. According to Kachru (2006), Africans are killing their indigenous languages by abandoning them and failing to teach them to the young ones. Instead, they are fully embracing the English language through designing educational curriculums that enhance the spread of English. The unintended outcome of designing the curriculums in the English language is that such curriculums are designed in a manner that does not actually meet the needs of African children (Obondo, 2007). This is because their environments are pretty different from those of the children in areas from which English was borrowed. Unfortunately, as the English language was growing and spreading through the various nations of the African continent, it came along with various educational curriculums many of which have undergone little or no changes since their inception in those countries and as such, those curriculums have ended up not fulfilling the needs of the African children.
The second outcome of the spread of English in the context of African countries is that Africans have sustained and have also kept the status of being colonies of their colonial masters during the colonial era. This is true because of the fact that by abandoning their local languages that were indigenous and embracing the learning and the use of the English language to the extent of elevating it to being used as official language, Africans have indirectly shown that the colonial effects of their colonial masters still plays an important part in their lives. The problem is that this creates a notion of no full liberation for Africans. Even though people with different views on this point might argue that the English language is an international language that facilitates communication between people of different nationalities, and therefore, enhancing cohesion and interaction between people from different ethnic backgrounds, the fact remains that that alone should not be enough reason for African people to abandon their indigenous languages in pursuit of the English language (Obondo, 2007). This is linguistic slavery that Africans have subjected themselves to without knowing.
Even though there are negative consequences for the spread of the English language in the context of Africa, there are also positive outcomes of that spread. One of the most notable outcomes of the spread of English in Africa is the fact that it has enabled many Africans to pick up job opportunities at the international or global level. It is a fact that without English, it would be very difficult for Africans to be employed by international organizations as well as businesses. This is because English status is that of an international language and is a requirement for people who want jobs with international companies serving people from all parts of the world (Warschauer, 2010). However, due to the spread of English in Africa, many African youths have studied it and have taken courses in English that have enabled them to compete favourably in the global human resource market. This is a positive outcome because it has helped to open up the minds of many Africans by giving them an opportunity to interact with other people at a global level. Therefore, as some people might lament of the dying indigenous languages brought about by the spread of English, they should be reminded of the way the English language has enabled many African leaders as well as job seekers to get opportunities with international organizations, both non-profit and profit organizations.
[image: ]
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[bookmark: _GoBack]Apart from enabling Africans to clinch global opportunities, the spread of English in Africa has also enabled many global companies to invest in Africa. This has helped to create job opportunities for African people in areas where such investments have been done. As Phillipson & Skutnabb‐Kangas (1996) state it, once global companies realize that citizens of a particular country in Africa are literate to the extent of being able to read and comprehend English as well as use it in their communication with other people and among themselves, they see that as an opportunity to bring their products to such regions. In this case, technological products such as smartphones, laptops, televisions, desktop computers as well as automobiles are made available in such regions through investment which can be in form of opening up a manufacturing plant or an assembling plant. This has happened in many African countries such as South Africa, Nigeria, Ghana, Kenya, just to mention but a few. The impact of that kind of investment in African countries is that a lot of African youths have gotten jobs opportunities either working technical experts or offering other basic manpower to enable the companies to run their operations. Therefore, the spread of English within the context of African countries has brought benefits that have left Africans smiling and becoming economically endowed.
Conclusion
In conclusion, some of the reasons why English language status has been raised to the current status in Africa is because it is associated with power and divine books such as the Bible. Furthermore, many Africans think that English helped them to overcome the invasion of their countries by the white man who came to colonize them during the colonial era. As such, Africans have learned to embrace the language at the expense of their indigenous languages. They hold the English language in high esteem and regard it as a highly valuable language that can help them to develop to reach their developmental agendas for their future generations. They also think that it can help them to overcome challenges (Mazrui, 2004). However, the spread of English in Africa has come with some detrimental effects. Because of the emphasis on learning and using English, some of the indigenous languages are dying and they are threatened with extinction as time goes by. Even though there are some negative outcomes of the spread of English in Africa, there still exist some positive consequences resulting from that spread. One notable one is the fact that English has opened up opportunities for Africans by enabling them to compete favourably at the global level for jobs because of having English within their curriculum vitae. Furthermore, English speaking in Africa has encouraged many global companies to invest in Africa and this has created job opportunities for them. Therefore, the spread of English within the context of Africa has been both benefiting and destructive (Kachru, 2006). However, the best way is to ensure that that spread remains more beneficial and does not cause the destructions of the Indigenous or local languages which are a cultural heritage for the African people.
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